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Debate on Accessing Federally Funded Research
For many years, the public has been forced to pay for the federally funded research to enable them to access the results. The debate has emerged over this issue, with the majority of people supporting the opinion that the public does not have to pay for the results of the research funded by the own taxes. I think that the public should not pay for the federally funded research because they are the taxpayers, the government has a responsibility to deliver services to the public, these researches are undertaken in the public’s interest, open access is a significant part of the democratic process, and finally, it enhances trusts between the government and the public. 
First, the public should access the federally funded projects freely because it is the taxpayers’ money that is used to fund the research. The government does not have a job where it gets money, but instead, it relies on the taxpayers’ money to fund its projects. It is estimated that the government uses over $60 billion a year on research (Shockman, 2016).  It is still the public’s money that is used to fund the researches. Therefore, the public has a large share of the research; which means that whoever wants to access the results of the researches should be allowed to do so at no cost. 
Secondly, the public should be allowed to access the federally funded researches at no cost because the government has a responsibility to provide services to its people. One of the primary roles of ever government is to ensure that its people access to services including information freely. These researches are part of the services that the government should allow the public to have access to. 
Thirdly, the public should not pay for the research funded by the federal government because it is in the public's interest that the research studies are undertaken. The government undertakes research on issues that affect the society; for instance, medical issues. The government cannot fund the projects that benefit individuals in the governments. The government exists because of the people; therefore, any move or activity undertaken by the government should be aimed at making the lives of the people it serves better. Therefore, the public should not be charged for accessing the information in those researches. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fourthly, I feel that open access to information from the government is an excellent step toward a democratic process. The United States has been known to be leading in democracy. I think that it should not be the people from outside who see that the government is democratic. The American citizens should also feel that their government is democratic. Therefore, having the open access to systems is one way to ensure that the government stays democratic. As Shockman (2016) explains, the Congress has started by drafting a piece of legislation that would ensure that the public access the federally funded research at no costs. 
Lastly, the government should not charge the public for accessing the results of the federally funded research if it wants the public’s trust. A government cannot exist in a vacuum; it needs the public to continue supporting its operations. As a result, it needs to make the public believe that their taxes are used on things that are worth. This transparency can only exist if the government is open enough to allow the public access the relevant information from the researches funded by the federal government freely without constraints or restrictions. It is only the sensitive information that can compromise the country’s security that should not be made public, but the researches on the social, political, and economic issues affecting the public should be accessed at no cost.
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